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Foreword 


This handbook on Cuba's internaticnal trade was prepared as a research aid. 
It contains (a) a short discussion of trends in Cuban trade since the Castro takeover 
in 1959, with emphasis on developments in 1974; (b) statistics on the value, 
direction, and composition of trade (see Tables 1-10); economic assistance received 
from the USSR (see Table 11); and recent loan extensions by non-Communist 
countries (see Table 12); and (c) background material on the economy and on 
Cuban trading enterprises (sec Y2bles 13-14). 


The trade data in this handbook through 1972 are based mainly on official 
Cuban data. Statistics for 1973-74 are based largely on (a) data supplied by Cuba 
to the International Sugar Organization and (b) estimates derived from data 
published Sy Cuba's Communist and non-Communist trading partners. The estimates 
of Sovict balance-of-payments and developmental assistance reflect (a) drawings 
to cover Cuban trade deficits with the USSR, (b) estimated accrual of Cuban 
liabilitics for interest on the outstanding debt to the USSR, ard (c) other invisibles 
such as a portion of the wages of Sovict technicians in Cuba and other small 
movements of short-term Soviet capital to Cuba. 
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CUBA: FOREIGN TRADE 
Trade Trends f:efore 1974 
1. Cua is the world's largest sugar exporter and has long been dependent 


on sugar for snost of its export carnings (sec Figure 1). Despite spasmodic efforts 


Figure 1 


CUBA: Trade Trends 
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by the Castro government to diversify the economy, sugar sales consistently made 
up about three-quarters of total export carnings from 1959 to 1973. As a result 
of both low world sugar prices and a failure to achieve sustained increases in sugar 
production, Cuban export carmings remained largely stagnant until 1973. Rising 
Sovict and world sugar prices enahted Cut:n receipts to jump sharply in that year. 
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2. About $4.4 billion in Soviet development and balance-of-payments 
assistance since the Castro takeover in 1959 has permitted the Cuban cconomy 
to invest and consume beyond its means. Cuba has recorded consistently large 
trade deficits throughout the Castro regin::, averaging about $255 million annually. 


3. Cuban imports ere dominated by capital goods, industrial raw materials, 
and petroleum, mimicking the industrial orientation of its Communist tutors. 
Foodstuff - chiefly wheat, flour, and rice ~ made up about 29% of total imports. 
Imports accounted for about 35% of the country's food supply. Communist 
countries, niainly the USSR, provided about three-quarters of total Cuban imports. 
Western Europe supplied most of the remainder. 


Soaiing Exports in 1974 


4. Cuba's exports rose dramatically in 1974 on wings of unprecedented sugur 
Prices, permitting Havana to post its first trade surplus since the Castro takeover 
(sce Figure 2). Export earnings soured to an estimated $2.7 billion, double the 
1973 level, as iacreased sugar production was paired with record sugar prices. 
Bolstered by increased export carnings which encouraged a large inflow of trade 
credits from its non-Communist trading partners, Cuban imports rose by 44% to 
$2.45 billion. 


5. Sugar dominated the composition of commodity exports more than ever 
in 1974, accounting for about 90% of the total. An 8% increase in raw sugar 
output to 5.8 million metric tons and record world and Communist market sugar 
prices boosted carnings from sugar about 125%, to nearly $2.5 billion. Exports 
of shellfish, which have been rising steadily, grew another 19% in 1974 as a result 
of a larger catch and rising world prices. On the other hand, generally stagnant 
nickel, tobacco, and citrus production helped to keep sules of these items at 
approximately 1973 levels. 


6. Cuba has not yet published import data for 1974 (or 1973). The relative 
importance of the major categories of goods probably did not change significantly 
from previous ycars. The high priority given investment suggests continued high 
levels of machinery and transportation equipment imports, thereby precluding any 
major shift toward nonfood consumer items. Failure to significantly expand food 
production other than sugar or to discover domestic petroleum supplics suggests 
continued large purchases of these commodities as well. Because of large increases 
in the prices of goods imported from the developed Western world, the real gain 
in imports obviously was substantially less than the rise in value. 
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Figure 2 


CUBA: Trade Balances 
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Expanding Relations with the West 


7. Nigh world sugar prices and a stronger domestic economy enabled Havana 
in 1974 to expand its commercis! tics with Western countries, which in turn have 
been cager to exploit the Cuban market. Hard currency carnings nearly tripled, 
to about $1.3 billion, as a result of an 18% increase in the volume of sugar exports 
and a near tripling of the average price received from world market sugar sales, 
to abou: 25 cents per pound. Bolstered by increasing trade credits from these 
countrics, Cuban hhaporis from the non-Coramunist world doubled to about $850 
million, 35% of total imports, compared with a 27% average in 1971-73. 
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elite Re Remain Strong 


8. Despite growing commercial links with the West, Havana remains closely 
tied to the Soviet economy. The Soviets accounted for about two-fifths of Cuba's 
total trade in 1974 (see Figure 3) and continued to provide for virtually all of 


Figure 3 
CUBA: Direction of Trade 
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is petroleum needs and y major share of its imports of capital equipment and 
foodstuffs. In addition, Moscow furnished Havana about $275 million” in 
balance-of-payments and development credits. bringing the total amount of such 
assistance to about $4.4 billion since 1961. 
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Prospects for 1975 


9. Cuba's trade surplus will diminish and could well disappear in 1975. 
Lower sugar output and declining world sugar prices will hold export earnings to 
about the $2.7 billion level of 1974. Strengthened by large new Western credits, 
imports on the other hand will probably increase to at least match exports, 


Table 1 
Cuba: Foreign Trade Overview 
Million US $ 
1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973' 1974! 


Total exports 


(f.0.b.) 742 626 545 691 705 671 860 837 1,380 2,745 
Communist 
countries 18 460 365 529 568 446 555 446 880 1,485 
USSR 14 304 164 323 366 233 304 244 565 935 
Eastern 
Europe Negl. 63 125 103 113 130 160 137 210 375 
Far East 4 93 76 §=103 89 83 91 65 105 175 
Non-Communist 
countries 724 #166 180 162 137 225 305 391 500 1,260 
Total imports 
(c.L.f,) 860 707 832 866 999 1,222 | 387 1,297 1,700 2,450 
Communist 
couniries 2 498 697 649 784 902 969 996 1,225 1,600 
USSR Negl 294 461 428 582 669 731 778 920 1,175 
Eastern 
Europe 2 104 = 145 98 #119 139 143 126 150 225 
Far Fast Neg). 100 9! = 123 83 94 95 92 125 200 
Non-Communist 
countries 858 709 135 217 215 320 418 301 47§ 850 


1. Provisiona’. 
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Table 2 


Cuba: Exports to Communist Countries 


Million US $ (f.0.b.) 
a eM 
1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973' 4974! 


Total 18 460 365 529 568 446 555 446 880 1,485 
USSR 14 304 164 323 366 233 304 244 565 935 
Eastern 

Europe Negl 63 125 103 113 130 160 137 210 375 
Albania 0 0 | | 1 Negi. 2 1 2 1 
Bulgaria 0 6 9 21 24 27 31 26 65 90 
Czecho- 
slovakia Neg]. 22 38 46 41 43 44 42 45 70 
East Germany 0 9 40 28 36 38 49 42 55 125 
Hungary Negl. 1 12 2 4 5 12 8 1 24 
Poland 0 24 18 4 6 7 7 7 14 25 
Romania 0 ] 7 1 | 10 15 1! 18 40 
Far East 4 93 76 =103 89 83 91 65 105 175 
China 4 9) 73 ~=—«-:100 79 64 67 48 73 140 
Mongolia 0 0 0 O Negl. Negl. Negl. 1 Negl. Negi. 
North Korea 0 2 2 2 8 18 23 15 27 32 
North 
Vietnam 0 0 | 1 2 ! I 1 5 3 
1. Provisional, 
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Table 3 


Cuba: Exports to Non-Communist Countries 


Million US $ (f.0.b, 
eee Million US $ (f.0.b) 
1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973! 1974! 


Total 724 166 180 8 162 137-225. 3305s 3911 500 1,260 
Belgium- 
. Luxem- 

bourg 3 Negl. 2 | 2 3 3 4 4 4 
Canada 16 4 14 5 5 7 1] 12 17 16 
Egypt Negi. 12 15 7 6 6 4 4 1 5 
France 8 1 2 10 15 14 6 8 12 1] 
Italy Negl. | 19 7 6 11 9 15 21 24 
Japan 47 27 21 21 18 67 100 §=149 182 440 
Morocco 12 10 27 15 li 13 15 5 10 25 
Nether- 

lands 16 6 11 4 4 22 6 10 18 15 
Spain 18 8 23 34 33 4] 36 44 55 175 
United 

Kingdom 37 9 31 13 {3 14 17 12 33 46 
United 

States 498 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
West 

Germany 8 bs) ] I I | 2 3 4 5 
Other 61 54 14 44 23 26 96 125 143 434 


1. Provisional. 
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Total 
Sugar 
Raw sugar 


Refined sugar 


Molasses 
Minerals 
Nickel 
Other 
Tobacco 
Raw 
Manuf: c- 
tures 
Foodstuffs 
Of which: 
Fish and 
shell- . 
fish 
Fruit 
Rum 
Other 


1. Provisional. 
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Cuba: Exports, by Major Commodity 


Million US $ (f.0.b.) 
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Table 4 
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NO m= me 


1967 


705 
599 
520 


65 
14 
54 
44 
10 
30 
i 


19 
10 


ND = | 


671 


1971 


860 


1972 


837 
616 


596 


1973! 


1,380 
1,110 


1,090 


20 
165 
164 

1 

42 

13 


29 
58 


1974! 


2,745 
2,470 


2,445 


25 
165 
164 

1 

35 

10 


25 
70 


Approved For Release 2003/09/29 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500110010-5 


Table 5 


Cuba: Sugar Exports to Communist Countries 


Thousand Metric Tons, Row Sugar 
ooo ____Thousand Metric Tons, Row Sugar 
1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973 1974! 


, Total 249 4,791 2,067 3,525 3,866 2,808 3,278 2,294 3,012 3,270 
USSR 188 3,303 973 2,110? 2,473 1,352 1,581 1,097 1,661 1,900 
Eastern 
: Europe iF 456 560 584 703 796 960 696 834 820 
Albania 0 0 6 if 4 0 23 15 14 20 
Bulgaria 0 57 56 158 195 205 211 154 213 200 
Czecho- 
slovakla 0 25 150 245 215 224 190 15} 163 {70 
East 
Germany 0 142 244 170 250 253 338 243 259 260 
Hungary ll 0 0 0 17 17 59 38 52 45 
Poland 0 262 16-4 0 22 28 30 22 55 50 
Romanty 0 0 0 0 0 6° 109 73 78 75 
Far East 50 =!,032 534 831 690 660 737 501 517 550 
China 50 ~=1,032 501 7449 556 445 464 295 302 380 
Mongolia 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 8 3 20 
North Korea 0 0 20 21 83 155 197 119 136 75 
North 
Vietnam 0 0 13 66 46 60 76 76 76 75 


1. Provisional, 


2. Excluding 346,000 tons shipped to the USSR on Chinese account in repayment of a 1961 loan, 
3. Including 346,000 tons shipped to the USSR. 
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Total 
Algeria 
Canada 
Egypt 
Finland 
Iran 
Iraq 
Japan 
Kenya 
Malaysia 
Morocco 
Singapore 
Spain 
Sweden 
Syria 
United 

Kingdom 
United 

States 
Yugo- 

slavia 
Other 


1. Provisional. 


Table 6 
Cuba: Sugar Exports to Non-Communist Countries 
Thousand Metric Toris, Raw Sugar 
1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973 1974! 


5,383 1,623 1,454 1,790 1,817 1,991 2,233 1,846 1,785 2,100 


0 0 5 18 43 42 25 25 6 15 
190 16 70 69 66 80 73 31 47 115 
0 75 78 125 114 69 43 21 5 NA 

0 5 0 0 21 0 12 16 26 72 
10 61 10 73 71 0 25 52 0 NA 
18 35 37 126 42 22 52 56 0 NA 
556 423 161 415 542 «1,018 8912 909 985 1,200 
0 0 0 0 0 0 46 27 38 =NA 


0 0 0 0 0 37 38 0 14 NA 
09 53 103 174 159 182 82 98 104 350 
34 1 15 42 22 10 47 65 56 50 


2 34 i] 85 65 67 72 43 12. NA. 
583 609 484 306 266 53-333 230 172 128 
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Table 7 


Cuba: Imports from Communist Counteles 


Million US$ (c.4.f.) 

1958 1961 1963 1965 1967 !969 1971 1972 1973' 1974) 

Total 2 498 697 649 784 502 969 996 1,225 1,600 
USSR Negl 294 461 428 382 669 731 778 950 1,175 
Eastern Europe 2 104 = «145 98 119) «199 143) 126 150 225 
Albania 0 1 ! 1 ! ! ! } ! 1 
Bulgaria 0 10 5 16 20 26 25 34 32 55 
Czechoslovakia 2 29 55 26 36 28 31 33 4) 62 
Eust Germany 0 26 36 25 50 43 63 39 50 55 
Hungary Negl. 9 12 8 4 3 8 8 7 13 
Poland Negl. 21 29 8 7 4 2 2 1 14 
Romania Neg, 8 7 4 ! 34 13 9 8 25 
Far East Negl. 100 9) 123 83 94 95 92 125 200 
China Negl. 99 87 120 73 80.2079 16 100 = «170 
Mongolia O Negi. Negl. QO Wegl. Negl. Negh Negl Negl. Negi. 
North Korea 0 1 3 3 10 14 {5 15 23 28 
North Vietnam 0 8) 1 Megl. Negl. Negl. J 1 2 2 


1. Provisional. 
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Table 8 


Cuba: Imports from Non-Communist Countries 


___ Million US $ (c4.6)_ 
1958 1961 1963 1968 1967 1969 1971 1972 1973' 1974! 


Total 858 209 135 217 288 320 418) «6308 = 478 8s 
Belgium- Luxembourg 14 4 2 6 hy 3 § 7 14 $0) 
Canada 20 Ab] i 15 y 14 27,0 41 44 
Egypt Neg. if H NN 8 5 5 2 6 4 
France 8 5 6 19 41 47 63 20 J2 80 
Italy 1 4 1 5 3M ATG 53 13 24 45 
Japan 5 12 5 4 ] 10 60 49 «121 225 
Mexico 6 6 2 3 6 Neg. Neg). 14 8 13 
Morocco Negi. 2 14 5 h) 9 4 2 4 7 
Netherlands 8 12 8 6 14 6 16 7 12 3 
Spain 14 6 14 47 29 48 33 17 42 a) 
United Kingdom 24 17 NW $0 29 66 ot = 47 47 60 
United States $81 26 Neg? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Venezuela * 72° Negl. 0 0 0 0 0 0 O Negi. 
Weat Germany 33 18 12 5 12 40 17 25 36 105 
Other 62 44 384) 17 46 72 «78 90 81 

1. Provisional, 


2. Excluding US tanwm pay mont in kind valued at $38 million. 
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Table 9 
Cuba: fnports, by Major Commodity Category’ 


—. cn Million UBS Ce (FD 
1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 
rn ‘Total 9,103 $222 «(0,308 1,307 1.297 
Foodstuffs 2tt 216 242 2M 204 
Raw matetials and intermediate gouds aka 270 290 298 290 
: Fuel 43 106 114 $27 13 
OF which: 
Petroleum 9 104 110 123 187 
Machinery and transportation equipment 292 474 468 490 248 
Dther (not specified ) 224 287 297 289 pL) 


1. A conudtent eries fot 195072 be nat availeNe 
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Sable 10 
Cube: lenpotts of Selected Commnendities 


oe sal Wowsend Mette Tony! 
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Fevendetults 
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nt Th th 248 at 2a§ 2m) May 19K WM WW 
| ad oNA Te or | re) oe 
; 3 40 an 
Canned mitk 7 NA, 17 22 9 7 9 9 20 ‘ 
Haw materials and : : 
intermediate grods 
vi RU) yas? 279 dns 400 441 ant 4y6  a39 197 
Law cotton 9 i*’ f 21 1? : 9 19 19 Nn 
. tude vegetable wil 6 NA In 47 SI Sn (hr 44 an ‘i 
ond pulpy 10) UNA, $2 yn 48 to 99 Yi WA N ‘ 
Rubber (natural, te. ia 
penetrated, ynthetic) fi NA, b 6 9 ) ? 6 NA NA 
ee - if fa? af 68 = 108 $340 179) gaa yaa? yay" 
austic andy If 14? 2 a Ba’) Wn at 9 4? xy? 
ms ion 0) as? 24 AP) as Al 79 of, 108 190 
mee 22 =ONA : 40 3 42 44 40 49 yy? 2? 
: ; : 4| 10 2K vi 46 $2 74 AR 44 Ae | 
phi ss (Al OUNA ay 442) 1,280 Rad td 682 oN A N A 
otton clot NA. ON . a , 
ron A NA NA ay $9 Ol 47 $2 $9 4s 
ral aie 4300 2980 1,709 MART OUTIA 8.186) 3.787 4.749 $380 $800 
Feet of 200 AIS 89 707978 eek page ts Fadad 1 kag 
3 900 N N 
| iain ! mM 10 Rh 11 NA NA 
at equipment* 
i Lexomotives 14 NA : 
a NA. 2 NA NA, tls ? 1 ihe “? 
Automate 0rd NA 1487 NA NA 747 3017 Fons 87a) x sae! 
Trucks MOS UA AMSG Data nt on sm tee vag vs39 
rain : 76 ONA 72 420K 62 wR 494 sh eo 
te 2408 NA 344) 6.874 6.249 AWK 7042 1034 anor 4 mer ; 


. Providonsl 
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Tobte 11 


Cube: Econnmic Auddance from the USER 


_. Million US 5 
1961-67 1968 1969 1970 1978 1972 1973" Fog! 


Balance «f-praymunts aid 1.491 432-494 PRI) it OL eT 273 
Trade deficit with the USSR 1,180 4a2 ain 162 41 944 aA$ 240 
Interest charges 89 an Mu 4 47 2] g 9? 
Othet trvidtes 184 22 24 24 Ph PL} a3 Ay 

Cuttulative sid 1499 VAIS 2.49 2.580 1.089 Ro atOR aR? 

Sugat wilnidy paymente* hi2 1$0 Ms 189 §t ‘22 9§ (QS 

Total curmilative sid 2.028 2) MIRE oLcom aaa 4,342 $.2$§  $.293 


2 A Chan Serstet agreement of December 1972 eeompted C wham debi fires faiteer Meiereet shares 

2 Cateting of 10) on ectimaved $7.9 balboa ditert bahsnce nf pay mnente SeteMCe (hd or cctingtew £460 mation in 
developement sid, eid fc) oh eetimatod $21 million RAT be 196d fodierming Merticame Th49 Sieve Cols thee fat hat trade 
Or tepariment. thie arm reprewnte Cwhe'e debt to the (EER fo 1972 the USSR spreed te prottpnme tthe begioning of 
Fepny mente walt 1986. 

2 The stewed veme of opt mubehdy parrnente te etlinetid ae the difference tetacen the valve cof ena en grette tic the 
USSR amd Ihe vatee of thee COpeHTe competed af the revise price for Cohen enest wld om the wrehd mmathet 19 t 
comebdered 2 gr ens by the URS and te pet wstiect te te payment 


iT) 
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Table 12 


Cube: Receet Extemions of Majer Now-Commuenid Trade Credits 


Donet Country (Mriiton US$) Aathorised Teves 


Argentina 1,200 Aug 1971 Medium. teten credite fon s prtchave of 
Atgentine itductviat ard itaneguor tation 
equipanent. fey be regvaid in & ye ate [torn 
time of delivery 


Sgreiny 900 ec 1974 Trade credite foe the putchaw 0! Spanich 
chip and while plante 


United Kingdom Sag May 1978 Medram tern credite at bea than 7.152% 
fet veat fom patchawe of Mritish + apital 
foods 


France Aso Jen 1978 Mediumn term credite foe the prutchaee of 
French mactimery. whole planic and trane 
Polation equiganent. to be repaid in 10 yeate 


Canada 18 Maz 1976 $100 million ¢redit to be repaid in 10 years 
sl cornpetitive intcresd tater, 410 million de. 
velopment loan to he repaid over W veare at 
1% intereet and $2 million technical aude 
awe grant in Fetwuary 1976 $34 million in 
Decembres 1974 ard $18 million in Apel 1974 
fot purchawe of oil tankets ated tail equipment 
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Table 13 


Cube: Country Brief 


44,200) uquare miler 


Havana 


Santiago: de Cuba, Camaguey, Nueviiae, Santa Clata, 
Cienfuegen, Mataneae 


Havana, Mariel, Cienluege, Santiagn de Cubs, Matanzas, 
Cardenas 

28 milion (mid 1978) 

Syranivh 

Abowt on 


$9H4.71, PRT, IAT megigithe, 1974 proviional 
etlimate, 4% 60% 


Main crop - eugat, tobaccn, fice, vegetables, citrue Inuit 


Sagat milling, clecttic power, petroleum refining, nickel 
mining. food ptroceaing, armen! 


$2 7 tiiion f ob (1974 entimate). argat, nickel, tobacco. 
shellfish 


$2.4 billion CLL (1974 estimate). capital equipment, 
industrial taw materials, foodstuffs, potroteoum 


Expats =~ USSR. Jepan, Eastern Furope, Peuple’s 
Republic of China, Canada. timpotts - USSR, Eastern 
Europe. Japan, Peuple’s Republic of China 


J pes equals $1.21 US (nominal) 


4? 


i 
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Miniity of Foreign Trade 


Table 14 
Cube: Trading Enterprives 


Minider Matcels Fernandes Punt 

Fitet Vice Miniter Ricatdo Cabrtien Rais 

Vice Minister fot Commets ial Policies with 
Capitalint Counttien Richardo Cabrias Kris 
Socialiat Counittios Herninin Garcia Lara 
The USSE German Amado-Mancy Fernandes 


Enterpriw 


teragrset 
AUIMPORT 
AVIAIMPORT 
CONST RUIMPORT 
CONSUMIMPORT 
CUBACONTROL 


CUBAHIDRAULICA 
CUBAMETALES 
CUBAPESCA 
CUBATEX 
FOUCUBA 


FECUIMPORT 
FERRIMPORT 
MAHUNTER 


MA HMPORT 
MESICUBA 


QUIMIMPORT 
TECNOIMPORT 
TRACTOIMPORT 
TRANSIMPORT 


USLE, 

Export 
CUBAZUCAR 
CUBANIQUEL 
CUBAEXPORT 


CUBATABACO 


Director 


Ricatdo Eepinn Mattiner 
Eduatdo Martines Valder 
Ohegatin Cattelles 

Jone Luis Meare Roca 
Fady Ramos Lopes 


Antonio Riambau Mattines 
Dioniue Arranz Tremole 

Rolando Alvares Alvarer 

taaac Abarcal Coaila 

Benito Fernandes Gachauin- Lafitte 


Portitio Medcron 
Catolon Rodrigues Beniter 
Justo Atmesto Pons 


Jone de ls Fuente Menendez 
Ovando Romero Merida 


Edgatdo Machado Flores 
Jove Entique Quesada 

Guido Valiente Romero 
Antonw Vinagre Race 
Roberto Rodriguez Uompart 
Emiliano Lezcano Vigueira 
Osmani Martinez Vasquez 
Tirso Luis Joanicot 


Alberto Ramos Suco 


Responsibitities 


Foodatuffa livredock 

Aitctall, navigation equipment 
Vonalfuction equipment 

Conamer dutablee 

Controls, aiperviees, and in: 
apects expotts and imports 


Iesigation equipment 

All metals, witc, fuel 
Fishing equipment 
Textiles, cotdage, beather 
Educational equipment 


Railway equipment 

Hardware supplics 

Raw materials and intessnediate 
goods 

Machinery and equipment 

Medical equipment 


Chemicals, fertdizer 

Technology 

Agricultural machinery 

Automotive and transportation 
equipment 

Mining and drilling equipment 


Sugar and sugarcane byproducts 

Nickel ore 

FoodstulTs and miscellaneous 
products 

Tobacco and tcbacco products 
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